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As the glitter of seasonal lights, both on outdoor and indoor facilities captivates our eyes, we want to be thankful, for the Joys of peaceful celebration. Many of us gather for family functions to wish all a Merry Christmas, Joyeux Noel, Happy Hanukkah, Natalie Allegro, Feliz Navidad, Frohliche Weihnachten  Kung His Hsin Nien Bing Chu Shen Tan, Hyvaa Joula, Happy Kwanzaa, Buone Feste Natalizia. May all of the IAABO family have a wonderful holiday this December!

Ring out the Old! Ring In the New! As your IAABO Region Nine Representative, I wish each and every member and their family a Happy New Year 2009. May we all be blessed with good health, financial prosperity and an abundance of good games! 
What 
Makes IAABO Valuable to Basketball Officials? 

Once you make the decision to become a basketball official, dealing in the amateur sport arena can be made that much easier for you if you chose to align with IAABO.  In fact, some people even go so far as to say IAABO stands for ‘I am a basketball official’ (official designation is International Approved Association Basketball Officials). This current winter many IAABO boards encouraged their cadets and non-IAABO members to write the proctored, closed book, 50 question IAABO Rules Test. A passing grade of 86% gets you almost to the finish line- passing the mechanics/signals written test and being successful with a floor evaluation (usually a senior high school game- boys or girls) completes the requirements. 

If truth be known, virtually all of Ontario’s  top notch officials at the high school, college and university level coursed through the steps of becoming ‘recognized’ by getting their IAABO certification. Confidence levels rise when you know you have passed that rules knowledge test. And if your evaluator sees that you are able to handle the highest level high school ball with confidence and control over the players, coaches and game management, you’re on your way! 

Help your game- make IAABO part of your development. Establish yourself as a basketball official to whom assignors have no doubts about giving ANY assignments. 

IAABO Crests- Honigs Signs with IAABO.
Attention all Ontario IAABO officials- Honigs has the exclusive rights to producing the IAABO crest on sport apparel and individual crest production. Honig's have signed a contract with IAABO which extends for the next three years- through to June 30th, 2011. Ontario’s IAABO Local Board secretaries have been instructed to send to Mr. Herman Murphy, Honing’s distributor in Ontario, a list of IAABO (currently registered, dues paid) members’ names with their address and board number. Part of the agreement stipulates that: the IAABO crest will be included free of charge to those officials who purchase a starter package. Any official who has not purchased a starter package from Honig's can purchase the crest for $10.00. Honig's will have available at all times during the term of this agreement a Cadet Order Form to be distributed to all Secretaries. This form will outline the crest program. Herman's email address is sales@honigs-canada.com. Honigs do have a website- www.honigs.com and the Hamilton area office phone number is: 1.800.560.6680 or local 905.560.6161. Please note that the IAABO office is no longer selling IAABO crests. 700 crests were sent to Honigs this past summer. Honig’s  Whistle Stop advertisement found in all issues of Sportorials does not show the Canadian- Honigs distribution address.
I look forward to serving you as IAABO Region Nine Representative in 2009. Dennis Herbert
